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A RESOLUTION to recognize Curlee Church of Christ on the 

occasion of its 200th anniversary. 
 
 WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly are pleased to recognize those 

historic churches and their congregations who have dedicated themselves and their resources 

to spreading the good news of the Gospel in their communities, thereby lifting up society with 

God's word; and 

 WHEREAS, Curlee Church of Christ has worked to improve the quality of both spiritual 

and temporal life in Tennessee for the past 200 years; and 

WHEREAS, the church, which celebrated its bicentennial on August 14, 2022, was 

begun by Calvin Curlee, who left Brawley's Fork Baptist Church for the Separate Baptists and 

ultimately transitioned to Campbellism; he is believed to have gone to Nashville in 1827 to hear 

Alexander Campbell speak; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Curlee preached his first sermon under a large oak tree near the 

present-day church building in Readyville and taught Sunday School in an old schoolhouse 

nearby until the church's first dedicated edifice, a log structure known as the Curlee Meeting 

House, was built; the building was filled each Sunday with families by the names of Carnes, 

Mitchell, Curlee, Haley, Knox, Oglesby, Carnahan, Lasater, Gaither, Reed, Ring, Spear, 

Preston, Hollis, and Whitfield; and 

 WHEREAS, Curlee Church of Christ has been a stalwart in the community throughout 

the last two centuries, shutting down only once—during the Civil War; the congregants continue 

to seek the truth of the Lord's word with only the Bible as their guide; and 

 WHEREAS, the church is currently under the faithful and capable leadership of ministers 

James Lively and Billy Henson; its oldest active member is Frankie Reed Goins, aged ninety-
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one, who has attended since he was a child and was baptized around age twelve in the waters 

of nearby Brawley's Fork; and 

WHEREAS, as the church celebrates two centuries of service, it continues to be a light 

in the community, and the devout members of the congregation have faithfully striven to carry 

out God's work in the world; and 

WHEREAS, a powerful tool in the service of the Kingdom of God, Curlee Church of 

Christ is truly one of the great religious institutions and catalysts for positive spiritual change in 

our State and nation, and the members of this exceptional congregation should be appropriately 

honored for their exemplary service to their fellow Christians and the good people of 

Tennessee; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRTEENTH 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING, that we honor and congratulate the congregation of 

Curlee Church of Christ on the celebration of the church's 200th anniversary and wish them 

much continued success in all future endeavors. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy and upon proper request made to 

the appropriate clerk, the language appearing immediately following the State seal appear 

without House or Senate designation. 


